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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassadors meet: I&B minister explains how Digital India firming up 
nation’s clout across world 

3 Min Read IANS Updated On Mar 28, 2024 at 01:37 PM IST 

 Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, 
enumerated the multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the n to 
new heights.  

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on Wednesday 
impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark achievements in the 
past 10 years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of developmental 
schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal.  

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, 
enumerated the multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the 
nation to new heights.  

The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today and 
urged the students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth 
and development. “We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many 
global firms are Indians. Sundar Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital 
certificate unlike other Indians,” he said while recalling how Modi government pushed 
Digital India drive despite stiff resistance from the Advt Opposition.  

The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have 
brought transformational change in people’s lives. “Government brought PMSVA  nidhi 
Yojana for street vendors, under which they are financially equipped to start and rev up 
their businesses. 

 Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, carpenters, barbers, masons and more are being 
extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low interest rate. E-Shram cards are being extended to 
those employed in informal sectors, a field that employs more than 90 per cent of the 
country’s workforce,”  



Anurag Thakur pointed out. Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 
trillion economy, he said that we have already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will 
achieve this goal. 

Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the 
world. UPI BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also 
abroad including Asia and European nations,” he emphasised. Comparing the scale of 
development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out that the Gati Shakti has 
turned to be a gamechanger in shaping India’s infrastructure and potential for growth. 
“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor 
link was conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. 
Kolkata underwater metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 
2024. Earlier, just a couple of towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have 
running metro networks,” he said.  

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, 
IIMs, AIIMs than the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen 
an unprecedented rise.  

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest 
manufacturer of mobile phones, much has changed under Advt the new government,” he 
said.  

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several 
progressive schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 
crore mudra loans have been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been 
opened exclusively for training women staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed 
under the current dispensation.”  

At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors 
campaign and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/digital-india/mesc-launches-
nsqf-aligned-archival-conservator-program-under-skill-india-mission/108724489 
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World paying heed  to India’s advances in digital sphere: Anurag Thakur 

Union minister Anurag Thakur addresses ‘Viksit Bharat’ ambassadors at the IIM-
Jammu on Wednesday. PTI 

IANS 

New Delhi, March 27 

The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up programme was held at the IIM-Jammu on 
Wednesday and it saw a gathering of many students of the institute, who were raring to 
show their support and solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Anurag Thakur spoke at 
length about landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi government and 
also explained how the world was paying heed to India's advances in various fields, 
including the digital sphere. 



Rishik Kumar, a student, hailed the initiative as a path-breaking step, something that will 
spur youngsters to come forward and contribute positively to achieve the Viskit Bharat 
mission, 2047. Another student lauded the vision of PM Narendra Modi and said this was 
a transformative step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised 
across the country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for 
contributing to India's development. Through these events, the participants are 
encouraged to engage in constructive discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore 
practical solutions to nagging problems. 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/world-paying-heed-to-indias-advances-in-
digital-sphere-anurag-thakur-604785 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up: I&B Minister explains how 

Digital India is firming up nation’s clout in the world 

 

New Delhi, March 28 (IANS) Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on 

Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark achievements in the 

past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of developmental schemes are 

setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal. 

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, enumerated the 

multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the nation to new heights. 

The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today and urged the 

students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth and development. 

“We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many global firms are Indians. Sundar 

Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital certificate unlike other Indians,” he said while recalling 

how Modi government pushed Digital India drive despite stiff resistance from the Opposition. 

https://ians.in/detail/iim-jammu-students-throng-viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-event-laud-initiative--20240327193606/


The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have brought 

transformational change in people’s lives. 

“Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for street vendors, under which they are financially 

equipped to start and rev up their businesses. Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, carpenters, barbers, 

masons and more are being extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low interest rate. E-Shram cards are being 

extended to those employed in informal sectors, a field that employs more than 90 per cent of the 

country’s workforce,” Anurag Thakur pointed out. 

Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that we have 

already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will achieve this goal. 

“Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the world. UPI 

BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also abroad including Asia 

and European nations,” he emphasised. 

Comparing the scale of development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out that the Gati 

Shakti has turned to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and potential for growth. 

“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor link was 

conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. Kolkata underwater 

metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 2024. Earlier, just a couple of 

towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have running metro networks,” he said. 

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, IIMs, AIIMs than 

the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen an unprecedented rise. 

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest manufacturer 

of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said. 

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several progressive 

schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 crore mudra loans have 

been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been opened exclusively for training women 

staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed under the current dispensation.” 

At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors campaign 

and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

 

https://ianslive.in/viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-india-alone-accounts-for-over-
40-of-worlds-digital-payments-says-anurag-thakur--20240327192104 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up: I&B Minister explains how 

Digital India is firming up nation’s clout in the world 

 

Jammu, Mar 27 (UNI) Union Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, 

Government of India, Anurag Singh Thakur on Wednesday said that from sports to space, 

infrastructure development, manufacturing and science to startups, it is India's decade. Stressing on 

the exceptional performance of the Indian youth in the last ten years, Thakur speaking at the Viksit 

Bharat Ambassador Meet Up at the IIM Jammu Jagti Campus, highlighted India's remarkable progress 

over the past decade, emphasising its emergence as the third-largest startup ecosystem globally.  

The event aimed to shed light on India's epochal journey towards becoming a developed nation, under 

the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He proudly emphasised how we have 

come far from the fragile five to the leading five economies across the globe.  

He urged the youth to contribute towards India's upward trajectory, envisioning a prosperous ‘Viksit 

Bharat’ (Developed India). The minister underscored the importance of skilling India's youth 

population and praised initiatives like the Jal Jeevan Mission for positively impacting millions of 

households. Acknowledging the role of technology and Agri-tech startups in modernising agriculture, 

Thakur highlighted initiatives which empower entrepreneurs and boost economic growth.  

He lauded India's strides in infrastructure development, public sector project execution, and tax 

reduction to attract foreign investment. The success of initiatives like the Khelo India Initiative and 

India's progress in gender equality were also celebrated during his address.  



The event commenced with Kritika Padode introducing the audience to the Viksit Bharat Ambassador 

Programme while Thakur was welcomed by Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director of IIM Jammu. A walk around the 

campus and a plantation ceremony added a symbolic touch to the occasion, culminating in the planting 

of a Rudraksh sapling at the IIM Jammu Campus. Prof. Sahay, delivered the welcome address at the 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet up. He commended the exponential progress of the nation in all fields 

including infrastructure development, education, energy, women empowerment, covid vaccines and 

healthcare including focus on environmental sustainability, economic development. He reiterated the 

commitment of the Prime Minister to transforming India into a developed nation (Viksit Bharat) by 

2047 and urged the students to dedicate their life to nation building. 

The event also featured a Q&A session with Thakur, providing an opportunity for students to engage 

directly with the Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India. 

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, marking the end of a truly enriching and insightful 

gathering. 

 

https://www.uniindia.com/news/north/education-jk-anurag/3169124.html 
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Thursday 28th March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassadors Campaign Launched At IIM Jammu By Anurag Thakur 

Union Minister Anurag Thakur highlighting Modi government's achievements and 
developmental schemes for a $5 trillion economy at IIM Jammu. Embrace technology 
and join the campaign for a transformed India by 2047. 

 

IANSUpdated: Thursday, March 28, 2024, 07:33 AM IST 

IANS Image 

New Delhi, Mar 27 (IANS): Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag 
Thakur on Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several 
landmark achievements in the past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted 
how an array of developmental schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion 
economy goal. 

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, 
enumerated the multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the 
nation to new heights. 



The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today and 
urged the students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth 
and development. 

“We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many global firms are 
Indians. Sundar Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital certificate unlike other 
Indians,” he said while recalling how Modi government pushed Digital India drive despite 
stiff resistance from the Opposition. 

The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have 
brought transformational change in people’s lives. 

“Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for street vendors, under which they are 
financially equipped to start and rev up their businesses. Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, 
carpenters, barbers, masons and more are being extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low 
interest rate. E-Shram cards are being extended to those employed in informal sectors, a 
field that employs more than 90 per cent of the country’s workforce,” Anurag Thakur 
pointed out. 

Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that 
we have already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will achieve this goal. 

“Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the 
world. UPI BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also 
abroad including Asia and European nations,” he emphasised. 

Comparing the scale of development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out 
that the Gati Shakti has turned to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and 
potential for growth. 

“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor 
link was conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. 
Kolkata underwater metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 
2024. Earlier, just a couple of towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have 
running metro networks,” he said. 

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, 
IIMs, AIIMs than the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen 
an unprecedented rise. 

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest 
manufacturer of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said. 

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several 
progressive schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 
crore mudra loans have been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been 



opened exclusively for training women staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed 
under the current dispensation.” 

At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors 
campaign and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/education/viksit-bharat-ambassadors-campaign-
launched-at-iim-jammu-by-anurag-thakur 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Jammu Youth Pledge to Champion Role As 'Viksit Bharat 
Ambassador' at IIM Jammu Meet-up 

Union Minister Anurag Singh Thakur graced the Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet-up held in 
Jammu on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. Addressing the enthusiastic crowd at IIM Jammu, he 
emphasized India's potential across various domains, stating, "From sports to space and 
science to startups, it is India's decade." Minister Thakur also planted trees on the IIM Jammu 
campus during his visit. 
 

  
The #VBA2024 meet-up at IIM Jammu was a tremendous success, drawing over 350 
attendees. The participants left feeling inspired and eager to champion the role of 
#ViksitBharatAmbassador. 
 
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, felicitated Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble Union 
Minister for Information & Broadcasting and Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt. of India, on the eve 
of Viksit Bharat Ambassador Jammu Meet Up. The Minister also planted trees in IIM Jammu 
and toured the institute campus. 



In his address, Minister Thakur lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi's administration for 
completing previously delayed projects, commending his proactive approach towards 
national development. 
 
The Vision of Viksit Bharat: 140 crore dreams, 1 purpose. 
 
The Viksit Bharat Ambassador movement aims to encourage citizens to take responsibility for 
contributing to India's development. VBA meet-ups and events are being organized in various 
parts of the country to achieve this goal. These events provide a platform for participants to 
engage in constructive discussions, exchange ideas, and explore practical strategies for 
contributing to the movement. 

 



The 'VBA Event' section in the 'Onground Tasks' tab of the 'Volunteer Module' of the 
NaMo App allows users to stay updated with the ongoing VBA events. 

 

 



 

https://www.narendramodi.in/jammu-youth-pledge-to-champion-role-as-viksit-
bharat-ambassador-at-iim-jammu-meet-up-580867 
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Thursday 28th March 2024 

IIM Jammu students throng Viksit Bharat Ambassador 

meet-up event, laud initiative 
on: March 27, 2024In: National, Top Story 

 

New Delhi, March 27 (IANS) The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in IIM 

Jammu on Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many students of the institute, raring to 

show their support and solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke at 

length about landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi government and 

also explained how the world was paying heed to India’s advances in various fields including 

the digital sphere. 

A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-

up program, that was organised in its campus on Wednesday. 

Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as a progressive and path-

breaking step and said that this will spur youths to come forward and contribute positively 

to achieve the Viskit Bharat mission by 2047. 

Another student lauded the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that this was a 

progressive and transformative step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Pranika Srivastava said that she became aware of the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative and about 

the program from her friends. Heaping praise on the unique initiative, she said that this will 

lay the foundation for nation’s all-round growth. 

https://bhaskarlive.in/category/national/
https://bhaskarlive.in/category/top-story/


Palak Yadav, another girl student said that the Viksit Bharat program at IIM Jammu campus 

was a great opportunity for them to join the campaign and also chip in with their endeavour 

towards realising the Viskit Bharat 2047 goal. 

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised across 

the country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for contributing to India’s 

development. Through these events, the participants are encouraged to engage in 

constructive discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore practical solutions to nagging 

problems. 

–IANS 

https://bhaskarlive.in/iim-jammu-students-throng-viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-event-

laud-initiative/ 
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IIM Jammu students throng Viksit Bharat Ambassador 
meet-up event, laud initiative 

•   Wed, Mar 27 2024 08:10:31 PM 

 •  

New Delhi, Mar 27 (IANS): The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in IIM Jammu 
on Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many students of the institute, raring to show their support 
and solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke at length 
about landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi government and also explained how 
the world was paying heed to India’s advances in various fields including the digital sphere. 

A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up 
program, that was organised in its campus on Wednesday. 

Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as a progressive and path-breaking step and 
said that this will spur youths to come forward and contribute positively to achieve the Viskit Bharat 
mission by 2047. 

Another student lauded the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that this was a 
progressive and transformative step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Pranika Srivastava said that she became aware of the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative and about the 
program from her friends. Heaping praise on the unique initiative, she said that this will lay the 
foundation for nation’s all-round growth. 

Palak Yadav, another girl student said that the Viksit Bharat program at IIM Jammu campus was a 
great opportunity for them to join the campaign and also chip in with their endeavour towards realising 
the Viskit Bharat 2047 goal. 

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised across the 
country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for contributing to India’s 
development. Through these events, the participants are encouraged to engage in constructive 
discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore practical solutions to nagging problems. 
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Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up: I&B Minister explains how Digital India is firming up 
nation’s clout in the world IANS   |  27 Mar 2024 7:43 PM IST x  

HIGHLIGHTS  

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on Wednesday 

impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark achievements in the past 
ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of developmental schemes 
are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal.  

New Delhi: Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on 

Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark 

achievements in the past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of 
developmental schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal. Anurag 

Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, enumerated the 

multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the nation to new heights. 
Also Read - IIM Jammu students throng Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event, laud 

initiative The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today 

and urged the students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth 
and development. “We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many global 

firms are Indians. Sundar Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital certificate unlike 

other Indians,” he said while recalling how Modi government pushed Digital India drive 
despite stiff resistance from the Opposition.  

The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have brought 
transformational change in people’s lives. “Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for 

street vendors, under which they are financially equipped to start and rev up their businesses. 

Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, carpenters, barbers, masons and more are being extended Rs 

3 lakh loan at very low interest rate. E-Shram cards are being extended to those employed in 
informal sectors, a field that employs more than 90 per cent of the country’s workforce,” 
Anurag Thakur pointed out.  

Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that we 

have already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will achieve this goal. “Today, India accounts 

for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the world. UPI BHIM has shown 
India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also abroad including Asia and 

European nations,” he emphasised. The minister pointed out that the Gati Shakti has turned 
to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and potential for growth.  



“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor link 

was conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. Kolkata 

underwater metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 2024. Earlier, 

just a couple of towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have running metro 
networks,” he said.  

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, IIMs, 
AIIMs than the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen an 
unprecedented rise.  

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest 

manufacturer of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said. 

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several 
progressive schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 crore 

mudra loans have been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been opened 

exclusively for training women staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed under the 
current dispensation.” At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit 

Bharat Ambassadors campaign and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

 

https://www.thehansindia.com/news/national/iim-jammu-students-throng-viksit-
bharat-ambassador-meet-up-event-laud-initiative-868355?infinitescroll=1 
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IIM Jammu students throng Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event, laud initiative 
IANS   |   

27 Mar 2024 8:10 PM IST x HIGHLIGHTS The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program 
was held in IIM Jammu on Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many students of the 
institute, raring to show their support and solidarity for the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission.  

New Delhi: The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in IIM Jammu on 
Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many students of the institute, raring to show their 
support and solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. At the event, Union Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke at length about landmark 
achievements of the past decade under the Modi government and also explained how the 
world was paying heed to India’s advances in various fields including the digital sphere.  

A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the Viksit Bharat Ambassador 
meet-up program, that was organised in its campus on Wednesday. 

 Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as a progressive and path-
breaking step and said that this will spur youths to come forward and contribute 
positively to achieve the Viskit Bharat mission by 2047. Another student lauded the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that this was a progressive and transformative 
step for making India a world leader by 2047. Pranika Srivastava said that she became 
aware of the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative and about the program from her friends. Heaping 
praise on the unique initiative, she said that this will lay the foundation for nation’s all-
round growth.  

Palak Yadav, another girl student said that the Viksit Bharat program at IIM Jammu 
campus was a great opportunity for them to join the campaign and also chip in with their 
endeavour towards realising the Viskit Bharat 2047 goal.  

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised 
across the country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for 
contributing to India’s development. Through these events, the participants are 
encouraged to engage in constructive discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore 
practical solutions to nagging problems. 

https://www.thehansindia.com/news/national/berhampur-ganjam-comes-alive-with-
danda-nacha-868525?infinitescroll=1 
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Union Minister Anurag Thakur addresses at the Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meetup, 
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Thursday, 28.03.2024 

IIM Jammu students throng Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up 

event, laud initiative 

 

New Delhi, March 27, 2024 

The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in IIM Jammu on Wednesday and it saw the 

gathering of many students of the institute, raring to show their support and solidarity for the Viskit 

Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke at length 

about landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi government and also explained how 

the world was paying heed to India’s advances in various fields including the digital sphere. 

A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up 

program, that was organised in its campus on Wednesday. 



Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as a progressive and path-breaking step and 

said that this will spur youths to come forward and contribute positively to achieve the Viskit Bharat 

mission by 2047. 

Another student lauded the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that this was a 

progressive and transformative step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Pranika Srivastava said that she became aware of the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative and about the 

program from her friends. Heaping praise on the unique initiative, she said that this will lay the 

foundation for nation’s all-round growth. 

Palak Yadav, another girl student said that the Viksit Bharat program at IIM Jammu campus was a great 

opportunity for them to join the campaign and also chip in with their endeavour towards realising the 

Viskit Bharat 2047 goal. 

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised across the 

country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for contributing to India’s 

development. 

Through these events, the participants are encouraged to engage in constructive discussions, exchange 

ideas and also to explore practical solutions to nagging problems.(Agency) 

 

https://yespunjab.com/iim-jammu-students-throng-viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-event-laud-

initiative/ 
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IIM Jammu Students Throng Viksit Bharat 

Ambassador Meet-Up Event, Laud Initiative 

NationalNational,PoliticsPolitics 

On Mar 27, 2024 

 

New Delhi, March 27 (IANS) The Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in 
IIM Jammu on Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many students of the institute, 
raring to show their support and solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke 
at length about landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi government 
and also explained how the world was paying heed to India’s advances in various fields 
including the digital sphere.A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the 
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Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program, that was organised in its campus on 
Wednesday. 

Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as a progressive and path-
breaking step and said that this will spur youths to come forward and contribute 
positively to achieve the Viskit Bharat mission by 2047.Another student lauded the vision 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said that this was a progressive and transformative 
step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Pranika Srivastava said that she became aware of the Viksit Bharat 2047 initiative and 
about the program from her friends. Heaping praise on the unique initiative, she said that 
this will lay the foundation for nation’s all-round growth.Palak Yadav, another girl student 
said that the Viksit Bharat program at IIM Jammu campus was a great opportunity for 
them to join the campaign and also chip in with their endeavour towards realising the 
Viskit Bharat 2047 goal. 

Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and events are being organised 
across the country with an aim to encourage citizens to take responsibility for 
contributing to India’s development.  

Through these events, the participants are encouraged to engage in constructive 
discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore practical solutions to nagging 
problems.–IANSmr/dan 

 

 
https://hiindia.com/iim-jammu-students-throng-viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-
event-laud-initiative/ 
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Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet Up 
Jammu: Anurag Thakur Addresses 
Students At IIM Jammu 
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STATE TIMES NEWS 

JAMMU: The Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet Up Jammu witnessed a momentous 
occasion as Anurag Singh Thakur, Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Government of India, graced the event with his presence at the IIM Jammu 
Jagti Campus. 
 
The event aimed to shed light on India’s epochal journey towards becoming a 
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developed nation, under the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
The event commenced with Kritika Padode introducing the audience to the Viksit 
Bharat Ambassador Program, followed by the arrival of Anurag Singh Thakur, Minister 
of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India who was 
welcomed by Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director of IIM Jammu. 
 
A walk around the campus and a plantation ceremony added a symbolic touch to the 
occasion, culminating in the planting of a Rudraksh sapling at the IIM Jammu Campus. 
In his address to the students, Anurag Thakur highlighted India’s remarkable progress 
over the past decade, emphasizing its emergence as the third-largest startup 
ecosystem globally. 
 
“From sports to space, infrastructure development, manufacturing and science to 
startups, it is India’s decade.” He stressed on the exceptional performance of the 
Indian youth in the last ten years. 
 
He emphasized how we have come far from the fragile five to the leading five 
economies across the globe. He urged the youth to contribute towards India’s upward 
trajectory, envisioning a prosperous ‘Viksit Bharat’ (Developed India). The minister 
underscored the importance of skilling India’s youth population and praised initiatives 
like the Jal Jeevan Mission for positively impacting millions of households. 
Acknowledging the role of technology and Agri-tech startups in modernizing 
agriculture, Anurag Thakur highlighted initiatives which empower entrepreneurs and 
boost economic growth. 
 
He lauded India’s strides in infrastructure development, public sector project 
execution, and tax reduction to attract foreign investment. The success of initiatives 
like the Khelo India Initiative and India’s progress in gender equality were also 
celebrated during his address. 
 
 
Professor B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, delivered the welcome address on the eve 

of Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet.He welcomed Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble 

Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting and Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt. of 

India. He commended the exponential progress of the nation in all fields including 

infrastructure development, education, sports, energy, science & technology, women 

empowerment, covid vaccines, healthcare, etc. He urged the students to dedicate their 

life in nation building and reiterated the commitment of the Hon'ble Prime minister to 

transform India into a developed nation by 2047. 

The event also featured a Q&A session with Anurag Thakur, providing an opportunity 

for students to engage directly with the Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth 

Affairs and Sports. 

https://statetimes.in/viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-jammu-anurag-thakur-addresses-students-

at-iim-jammu/ 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet Up 
Jammu: Anurag Thakur Addresses 
Students At IIM Jammu 

 

Thakur was on a visit to Jammu and Kashmir today. During his stay in 
Udhampur, he participated in a bike rally and attended the 
organizational meeting at the BJP office (Udhampur). Later in the 
evening, Thakur visited IIM Jammu. He also participated in the Vikas 
Bharat Ambassador programme organized at the Radisson Blu Hotel. 
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Jammu: Union Minister Anurag Thakur addresses at the Viksit Bharat 

Ambassador Meetup, in Jammu, Wednesday,  
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Jammu: Union Minister Anurag Thakur addresses at the Viksit Bharat 

Ambassador Meetup, in Jammu, Wednesday, March 27, 2024.(IANS) 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up: I&B Minister explains how 

Digital India is firming up nation’s clout in the world 

 

New Delhi, March 28 (IANS) Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on 

Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark achievements in the 

past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of developmental schemes are 

setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal. 

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, enumerated the 

multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the nation to new heights. 

The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today and urged the 

students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth and development. 



“We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many global firms are Indians. Sundar 

Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital certificate unlike other Indians,” he said while recalling 

how Modi government pushed Digital India drive despite stiff resistance from the Opposition. 

The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have brought 

transformational change in people’s lives. 

“Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for street vendors, under which they are financially 

equipped to start and rev up their businesses. Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, carpenters, barbers, 

masons and more are being extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low interest rate. E-Shram cards are being 

extended to those employed in informal sectors, a field that employs more than 90 per cent of the 

country’s workforce,” Anurag Thakur pointed out. 

Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that we have 

already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will achieve this goal. 

“Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the world. UPI 

BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also abroad including Asia 

and European nations,” he emphasised. 

Comparing the scale of development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out that the Gati 

Shakti has turned to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and potential for growth. 

“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor link was 

conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. Kolkata underwater 

metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 2024. Earlier, just a couple of 

towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have running metro networks,” he said. 

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, IIMs, AIIMs than 

the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen an unprecedented rise. 

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest manufacturer 

of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said. 

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several progressive 

schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 crore mudra loans have 

been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been opened exclusively for training women 

staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed under the current dispensation.” 

At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors campaign 

and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

 

https://www.sarkaritel.com/viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-ib-minister-explains-how-digital-

india-is-firming-up-nations-clout-in-the-world/ 
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Anurag Singh Thakur addresses students at IIM Jammu 

JAMMU: The Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet Up Jammu witnessed a momentous occasion as Shri 

Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, 

Government of India, graced the event with his presence at the IIM Jammu Jagti Campus. The event 

aimed to shed light on India's epochal journey towards becoming a developed nation, under the 

visionary leadership of the Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

The event commenced with Ms. Kritika Padode introducing the audience to the Viksit Bharat 

Ambassador Program, followed by the arrival of Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble Minister of 

Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India who was warmly welcomed 

by Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director of IIM Jammu. A walk around the campus and a plantation ceremony 

added a symbolic touch to the occasion, culminating in the planting of a Rudraksh sapling at the IIM 

Jammu Campus. 

In his address to the students, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble Minister of Information, Broadcasting, 

Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, highlighted India's remarkable progress over the past 

decade, emphasizing its emergence as the third-largest startup ecosystem globally. ,"From sports to 

space, infrastructure development, manufacturing and science to startups, it is India's decade." 

He stressed on the exceptional performance of the Indian youth in the last ten years. He proudly 

emphasized how we have come far from the fragile five to the leading five economies across the globe. 

He urged the youth to contribute towards India's upward trajectory, envisioning a prosperous 'Viksit 

Bharat' (Developed India). The minister underscored the importance of skilling India's youth 

population and praised initiatives like the Jal Jeevan Mission for positively impacting millions of 

households. 

Acknowledging the role of technology and Agri-tech startups in modernizing agriculture, Shri Anurag 

Singh Thakur highlighted initiatives which empower entrepreneurs and boost economic growth. He 

lauded India's strides in infrastructure development, public sector project execution, and tax reduction 

to attract foreign investment. The success of initiatives like the Khelo India Initiative and India's 

progress in gender equality were also celebrated during his address. 

Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, delivered the welcome address on the eve of Viksit Bharat 

Ambassador Meet. He welcomed Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon'ble Union Minister for Information & 

Broadcasting and Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt. of India. He commended the exponential progress of 

the nation in all fields including infrastructure development, education, sports, energy, science & 

technology, women empowerment, covid vaccines, healthcare, etc. He urged the students to dedicate 

their life in nation building and reiterated the commitment of the Hon'ble Prime minister to transform 

India into a developed nation by 2047. 



The event also featured a Q&A session with Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, providing an opportunity for 

students to engage directly with the Hon’ble Minister of Information, Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and 

Sports, Government of India. The event concluded with a vote of thanks, marking the end of a truly 

enriching and insightful gathering. 

https://jkmonitor.org/complete-news-list/anurag-singh-thakur-addresses-students-at-
iim-jammu 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

IIM Jammu Students Throng Viksit 

Bharat Ambassador Meet-Up Event, 

Laud Initiative 

 

Date 
3/27/2024 10:30:10 AM 

 (MENAFN- IANS) New Delhi, March 27 (IANS) The Viksit 
Bharat Ambassador meet-up program was held in IIM 
Jammu on Wednesday and it saw the gathering of many 

https://menafn.com/1108028165/IIM-Jammu-Students-Throng-Viksit-Bharat-Ambassador-Meet-Up-Event-Laud-Initiative
https://menafn.com/


students of the institute, raring to show their support and 
solidarity for the Viskit Bharat 2047 mission. 

At the event, Union Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur spoke at length about 
landmark achievements of the past decade under the Modi 
government and also explained how the world was paying 
heed to India's advances in various fields including the 
digital sphere. 

A lot of students of IIM Jammu students participated in the 
Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up program, that was 
organised in its campus on Wednesday. 

Rishik Kumar, a student of IIM Jammu hailed the initiative as 
a progressive and path-breaking step and said that this will 
spur youths to come forward and contribute positively to 
achieve the Viskit Bharat mission by 2047. 

Another student lauded the vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and said that this was a progressive and 
transformative step for making India a world leader by 2047. 

Pranika Srivastava said that she became aware of the Viksit 
Bharat 2047 initiative and about the program from her 
friends. Heaping praise on the unique initiative, she said that 
this will lay the foundation for nation's all-round growth. 

Palak Yadav, another girl student said that the Viksit Bharat 
program at IIM Jammu campus was a great opportunity for 
them to join the campaign and also chip in with their 
endeavour towards realising the Viskit Bharat 2047 goal. 



Notably, the Viksit Bharat Ambassador (VBA) meet-ups and 
events are being organised across the country with an aim 
to encourage citizens to take responsibility for contributing 
to India's development. Through these events, the 
participants are encouraged to engage in constructive 
discussions, exchange ideas and also to explore practical 
solutions to nagging problems. 

https://menafn.com/1108028165/IIM-Jammu-Students-
Throng-Viksit-Bharat-Ambassador-Meet-Up-Event-Laud-
Initiative 
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Thursday, 28 March 2024 

Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up: I&B Minister explains how Digital India is 
firming up nation’s clout in the world 

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on Wednesday 
impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark achievements in the 
past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array of developmental 
schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal. 

 

New Delhi, March 27 (IANS) Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag 
Thakur on Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several 
landmark achievements in the past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted 
how an array of developmental schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion 
economy goal.  

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, 
enumerated the multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the 



nation to new heights. The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-
ups in country today and urged the students to embrace technology, as this will speed up 
the next phase of growth and development. “We have opened up the space sector to FDI. 
Today, CEOs of many global firms are Indians. Sundar Pichai once told me that he doesn’t 
have digital certificate unlike other Indians,” he said while recalling how Modi government 
pushed Digital India drive despite stiff resistance from the Opposition. The I&B Minister 
spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have brought 
transformational change in people’s lives.  

“Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for street vendors, under which they are 
financially equipped to start and rev up their businesses. Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, 
carpenters, barbers, masons and more are being extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low 
interest rate. E-Shram cards are being extended to those employed in informal sectors, a 
field that employs more than 90 per cent of the country’s workforce,” Anurag 
(https://www.cityairnews.com/sections/nation) Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up:  

I&B Minister explains how Digital India is firming up nation’s clout in the world Source: 
IANS Nation Thakur pointed out. Accentuating government’s target on making India into 
a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that we have already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, 
will achieve this goal. “Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total 
digital payment in the world. UPI BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment 
not just in India but also abroad including Asia and European nations,” he emphasised. 
Comparing the scale of development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out 
that the Gati Shakti has turned to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and 
potential for growth.  

“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor 
link was conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. 
Kolkata underwater metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 
2024. Earlier, just a couple of towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have 
running metro networks,” he said. Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that 
today there are much more IITs, IIMs, AIIMs than the previous regimes and medical and 
engineering seats have also seen an unprecedented rise.  

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest 
manufacturer of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said.  

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several 
progressive schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 
crore mudra loans have been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been 
opened exclusively for training women staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed 
under the current dispensation.” At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part 



of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors campaign and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 
2047 mission. 

https://www.cityairnews.com/content/viksit-bharat-ambassador-meet-up-ib-minister-
explains-how-digital-india-is-firming-up-nations-clout-in-the-world 
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Viksit Bharat Ambassador Meet-Up: I&B Minister Explains How Digital India Is 
Firming Up Nation’s Clout In The World 

OMMCOM NEWSbyOMMCOM NEWS March 27, 2024in Nation 

New Delhi:  Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting (I&B) Anurag Thakur on 
Wednesday impressed upon the students of IIM Jammu about several landmark 
achievements in the past ten years of the Modi government and highlighted how an array 
of developmental schemes are setting the stage for realizing $ 5 trillion economy goal. 

Anurag Thakur, addressing the Viksit Bharat Ambassador meet-up event in Jammu, 
enumerated the multiple benefits of Digital India initiative and how it was taking the 
nation to new heights. 

The I&B Minister informed that there are more than 1 lakh start-ups in country today and 
urged the students to embrace technology, as this will speed up the next phase of growth 
and development. 

“We have opened up the space sector to FDI. Today, CEOs of many global firms are 
Indians. Sundar Pichai once told me that he doesn’t have digital certificate unlike other 
Indians,” he said while recalling how Modi government pushed Digital India drive despite 
stiff resistance from the Opposition. 

The I&B Minister spoke about poor-centric government schemes and how they have 
brought transformational change in people’s lives. 

“Government brought PMSVAnidhi Yojana for street vendors, under which they are 
financially equipped to start and rev up their businesses. Under PM Vishwakarma Yojana, 
carpenters, barbers, masons and more are being extended Rs 3 lakh loan at very low 
interest rate. E-Shram cards are being extended to those employed in informal sectors, a 
field that employs more than 90 per cent of the country’s workforce,” Anurag Thakur 
pointed out. 

Accentuating government’s target on making India into a $ 5 trillion economy, he said that 
we have already crossed $ 3.6 trillion and very soon, will achieve this goal. 



“Today, India accounts for 40 per cent digital payment of the total digital payment in the 
world. UPI BHIM has shown India’s dominance in digital payment not just in India but also 
abroad including Asia and European nations,” he emphasised. 

Comparing the scale of development in NDA and previous eras, the minister pointed out 
that the Gati Shakti has turned to be a game-changer in shaping India’s infrastructure and 
potential for growth. 

“Many projects were hanging fire for years but today, they are a reality. Mumbai Harbor 
link was conceptualized many decades ago but it came to life under Modi government. 
Kolkata underwater metro was conceived more than 50 years ago but it got completed in 
2024. Earlier, just a couple of towns had metro rails, today more than 20 towns have 
running metro networks,” he said. 

Anurag Thakur also told the IIM Jammu students that today there are much more IITs, 
IIMs, AIIMs than the previous regimes and medical and engineering seats have also seen 
an unprecedented rise. 

“From India being the second largest importer of mobile phones to the second largest 
manufacturer of mobile phones, much has changed under the new government,” he said. 

Reiterating Modi government’s resolve for women empowerment, he listed out several 
progressive schemes and informed, “paid maternity leave was extended to 26 weeks, 31 
crore mudra loans have been extended to women beneficiaries, 300 ITIs have been 
opened exclusively for training women staff while Women’s reservation bill was passed 
under the current dispensation.” 

At last, the I&B Minister urged the youth to become part of the Viksit Bharat Ambassadors 
campaign and contribute in realising the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission. 

 

(IANS) 
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